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metrical recension of 25
When the king once more advanst to ascend the throne, a statue spoke to stop him,
with seemly words: "Hear, King Bhoja, the story I will tell you today, and then
decide and do what is proper for you in this case." When she said this, he again askt
in return: " What, pray, is it ? " And to the Prince of Bhojas she again spoke in clear
language. [6]
There was in olden time a King Vikramaditya, an ornament to the earth-circle, who
offered up (like a sacrifice) in the fire of his majesty all the circle of his enemies. Once
when he had taken his place upon his judgment seat, attended by his ministers, he was
visited by a brahman skilled in the science of astrology, who first gave him a blessing,
and then expounded the conjunctions of the lunar days and the asterisms and so on.
And further he said: " What can I say to you who stand mounted upon the topmost
eminence of blessings ? Why should I say * long life to you ' ? This would be super-
fluous, since long life is always assured to one who walks in righteousness." Hearing
his words, the king askt the noble brahman: " Tell me the nature of righteousness,
since your worship knows it well." Thus urged, the brahman said to the king, who was
wholly devoted to his own morals: " Reverence for the gods and brahmans, generosity
according to one's means, devotion to the service of others, and compassion for all
creatures; steadfast meditation on the supreme Godhead, unswerving truthfulness in
speech, giving food to the hungry and water to those who have it not, also giving
security to living beings that are in danger; thinking of strange women as one's
mother [without lust], of one's guru as the god £iva, of other men's property as poison,
of great men [or, saints] as gurus; boundless magnanimity, unfearing readiness to give
aid, manliness without offensive actions, ascetic practice undisturbed by lust; dread of
doing wrong, a heart bent upon charity, hospitality to guests, constant attachment to
righteous men; permanent devotion to acquiring knowledge, eagerness in righteous
actions, friendship without guile, avoidance of offense on all occasions; these numerous
virtues are the members [* limbs *] of righteousness, O king. They abide permanently
in you, and never depart elsewhere. Your majesty's conduct alone, O king, is a lesson
for men. Therefore I have come to behold you, in order to satisfy myself." [34]
Hearing his words, which seemed to derive their fragrance from a shower of the
moon's own nectar, and which were most pleasing to the ear, the king rejoist. And
once more he askt the astrologer-brahman as to the fruitage of the year, knowing how
to perform whatever acts should be suited thereunto. Thereupon he said to the king:
** Under your watchful care the season brings only favorable fruit to you, with all good
fortune. Nevertheless there is coming a condition hostile to prosperous years, a
wretched condition of hostile planets and of calamities. There will be no water upon
earth, because Saturn, coming out of the house of Venus, will choose an extraordinary
course, and pass into the house of Mars, cutting the car of Bohinl. Because of this
planetary transgression, for twelve years the time shall pass upon earth unto the
destruction of throngs of living beings. Let an offering to the planets be undertaken
in regular form, to propitiate them. Plagues may generally be averted by paying
honors to the gods and the brahmans." The king so resolved and called Ms house-
priests and made them perform a great sacrifice, as urged by the soothsayer. And in the
courtyard of [Diva's?] Energy [Qakti], called Granter of Wishes, he had an offering
made according to the prescriptions of the astrological books. But tho he did all this*
Parjanya [the rain-god] did not rain anywhere at all. Then, dejected at Itearfc, he was

